OLD CIVILISATIONS OF THE NEW
task, it is true, a task that would have required many
years to accomplish, and yet it would have been no
more difficult, no more astonishing than many of the
feats which we know these ancient Peruvians actual-
ly accomplished.
Among these was the construction of the marvel-
ous Incan road, a splendid highway stretching from
Quito, Ecuador, to southern Chile, a distance of over
three thousand miles in a direct line.    No race, not
even the Romans, ever equaled this feat of prehis-
toric   road-building.     The   highest   ranges   of   the
mighty Andes; the deepest, most impassable canyons,
the most fearful precipices, the widest deserts, the
snow-capped peaks and the foaming torrents were
treated as though non-existent.    Vast abysses were
spanned by suspension bridges, their immense cables
of fiber and hair ropes fastened in holes cut through
solid rock.   Gorges were filled with masonry to form
immense   causeways.     Mountains   and   cliffs   were
pierced by tunnels which are still in use.   The loftiest
ranges were surmounted by the most perfectly com-
puted gradients and hairpin curves, and throughout
much of its length the roadway was paved and sur-
faced with asphalt, and to this day some portions of it
are still used as a motor highway.   At intervals side
roads branched off to east and west as far as the
Amazonian jungle and the seacoast.    Here a second
"King's Highway" ran north and south along the
shore.
At regular distances of about twenty miles were
rest-houses or stations for messengers, while every
forty miles there were "Imperial Inns." These
served as storehouses for food, supplies and equip-